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NOTES AND NEWS 
CALL FOR PAPERS 
The 43rd Annual Dakota Conference on the 
Northern Plains will be held April 29-30, 2012, 
in The Center for Western Studies, Augustana 
College, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The 2012 
Dakota Conference theme is "The Civil War 
& The Northern Plains: A Sesquicentennial 
Observance." Although largely an eastern con-
flict, the Civil War and its immediate aftermath 
changed the Northern Plains in significant 
ways. In observance of the sesquicentennial of 
the Civil War, the Center for Western Studies 
is seeking papers that will address questions 
related to this conflict in a regional context. 
Recognizing that 2012 is also Augustana 
College's sesquicentennial, we welcome propos-
als for papers or sessions on early Norwegian-
American settlement in the plains. Cash 
Awards of $150 and $100 in academic, non-
academic, student, and women's history cat-
egories are available. Send a one-page paper or 
session proposal with title, brief description, and 
biographical sketch, along with presenter name, 
address, phone number, and e-mail address to: 
Outreach and Communication Director Tim 
Hoheisel, the Center for Western Studies, 
Augustana College, 2001 S. Summit Ave., 
Sioux Falls, SD 57197 (tim.hoheisel@augie.edu). 
Proposals are due on or before February 4, 2012. 
CALL FOR PAPERS 
The 2012 Willa Cather Spring Conference and 
Scholarly Symposium will be held May 31-June 
2, 2012, in Red Cloud, Nebraska. The theme of 
the conference is "Willa Cather, Poet: Making 
Herself Born." The 57th annual conference 
will be focused on Cather the poet, on poetry, 
and on today's poets from the Great Plains 
region. Cather's close readers have long noted 
her sharp presentation of herself as prairie poet 
with "Prairie Spring" at the beginning of her 
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"real" first novel, 0 Pioneers!, yet her actual first 
book, April Twilights (1903), and its contexts, 
have received much less critical attention. In 
much the same way, the scholarly edition of 
Cather's Poems, now in preparation, will be 
among the last volumes published in that series 
by the University of Nebraska Press. The 2012 
Spring Conference will be a celebration of poets 
and poetry on the Great Plains with readings 
and performances, discussions, and a "Passing 
Show" panel devoted to Cather as a writer who 
began as a poet and then established herself as a 
writer of prose. A one-day scholarly symposium 
preceding the conference (Thursday, May 31) 
will focus on Cather as an engaged fin de siecle 
poet-aesthete intent on making her mark in lit-
erature. Proposals, inquiries, and expressions of 
interest should be sent by February 15, 2012, to: 
Robert Thacker, Canadian Studies Program, St. 
Lawrence University, Canton, New York 13617, 
rthacker@stlawu.edu. 
MISSOURI VALLEY HISTORY CONFERENCE 
The 55th Missouri Valley History Conference 
Annual Meeting will be held March 1-3, 2012, at 
the Embassy Suites Hotel in Omaha, Nebraska. 
The theme for this year's conference will be: 
"The Tides of War: Navies, Privateers & Pirates: 
Aggression on the Seas from Antiquity to the 
Present." The guest speaker will be Philip De 
Souza, Dept. of Classics, University College 
Dublin. Dr. De Souza is the author of Piracy 
in the Greco-Roman World and Seafaring and 
Civilization: Maritime Perspectives on World 
History. Paper and panel proposals in all areas of 
history are welcome. Proposals consisting of an 
explanatory abstract and a one-page vita should 
be sent to: Dr. Jeanne Reames, MVHC Program 
Chair, Department of History, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha, 6001 Dodge St., Omaha, 
NE 68182-0213. For additional information, con-
tact: mvhc.coordinator@gmail.com. 
Great Plains Quarterly seeks a readership among 
scholars and interested laypersons. u.s. subscription 
rates are $15.00 per year for students, $25.00 per year 
for individuals or $48.00 for two years, $50.00 per 
year for institutions or $90.00 for two years. Single 
copies of current issues may be obtained for $8.00, 
plus postage and handling. Nebraska residents, please 
add state and city sales tax. Canadian subscription 
rates are $34.00 per year for individuals and $60.00 
per year for institutions. Other foreign subscription 
rates are $38.00 per year for individuals and $75.00 
per year for institutions. E-mail: cgps@unl.edu. 
The Quarterly welcomes the submission of man-
uscripts and essays that are both solidly researched 
and engagingly written. In all cases contributions 
must be free of specialized jargon so that they can 
be read, understood, and appreciated by persons in 
other academic fields and by interested laypersons. 
Blind review procedures are followed for all contri-
butions to the Quarterly. The decision to publish 
an article rests with the editor in consultation with 
associate editors. 
We do not accept articles previously published 
or currently under consideration by other journals. 
Authors in doubt about what constitutes prior pub-
lication should consult the editor. 
Total length of manuscripts, including notes and 
illustrations, should not exceed 14,000 words or 
30 pages, but shorter contributions will be preferred. 
All copy, including notes and captions, should be 
double spaced. References in the notes should con-
form to the mode specified in The Chicago Manual 
of Style (16th ed. rev., 2010) or the "Quarterly Style 
Sheet" or "Images Style Sheet" on the website. 
Electronic submissions via e-mail are encour-
aged. Manuscripts submitted by mail should be 
accompanied by a CD-R disc. The CD should 
be formatted for IBM PC and the article in MS 
Word, or rtf file format. All correspondence on 
editorial matters should be addressed to: Editor, Great 
Plains Quarterly, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
1155 Q Street, Hewit Place, p.o. Box 880245, Lincoln, 
NE 68588-0245; e-mail: gpq@unl.edu; website: www. 
unl.edu/plains 
FREDERICK C. LUEBKE AWARD 
The Frederick C. Luebke Award is offered annu-
ally for the best article published in Great Plains 
Quarterly during a volume year. All articles sub-
mitted to the Quarterly are eligible for the award. 
Judges are drawn from past winners and the 
Publications Committee of the Board of Governors 
for the Center for Great Plains Studies. The award is 
presented at the Center for Great Plains Studies' an-
nual Fellows meeting and includes a cash stipend of 
$250.00. Frederick C. Luebke was the founding editor 
of Great Plains Quarterly. 
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